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———Leſt any of you be hardned through the deceit: 


farfpof ne 


= Hen the Jewiſh Chriſtians had form- 

cd themſelves into an eftabliſhed 

& Church, and were become conſi- 

derable for their number as well 

. as for their zeal and devotion, 

To their obſtinare Brechren choughs 
ic high time for. their own ſecurity, at leaſt to 
weaken 'and divide them, if they could not 
wholly ſuppreſs and deſtroy them. For this 
end, they made uſe of different inftruments and 
means, according to the different ſeaſons, and 
diſpoſitions of men. Sometimes, when they 
had any encouragement, or connivence.from the 


Roman Power, they ſer upon them with rage _ _ "#3 
and fury, ſpoiling their goods, and threatning their Heb. 10. 8 
lives: Bur this hard uſage did only, heightencbe 54 3 
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courage, and unite the affetions of-the more 
zealous Chriſtians. Sometimes; they ſuggeſted 
to them-the mighty veneration, which their 
whole Nation alwayes had for -Moſes and the 
Law, and what an Iafinite ſcandal and-diſho- 
nour it would be to them all, ro have that Law, 
which was delivered by Angels, "confirmed by 
Miracles, eſtabliſhed by Prophets, admired by 
the Gentiles, and had continued among them for 
ſo many Ages, now of a{udden to be laid aſide 
for the ſake of a new inſtitution, that expreſſed 
- No more regard to them than to any other' Na- 
tion in the World. And ſo great was the love 
which the Fews had to their own Countrey and 
Religion, ſuch an' opinion: was generally _recei+ 
vedamong them of the -peculiar fayour'ok God 
rowards them, tharthey who could not befisck- 
ed by perſecution, were in danger of being'oyer- 
come byflatrery, From hence the Author of this 
Epiſtle makes it his buſineſs tofhew che excellen- 
cy of Chriſt aboye Moſes, and' gf his mſtitution above 
that of the Law, in. reſpe&t @ the Priefthvod and 
Sacrifices, and the benefits wh#h come by them , 
and that although this new anÞlivigg way were bur 
lately diſcovered, yet it. was that which was 
alwayes deſigned by God, foreſeen by the Pa- 
rtriarchs, fotetold by the Prophets, and longed 
for*by good men as the (onfolation of Iſrael: and: 
it could be no more diſparagement to Msſes an 
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the Prophets to yield to the Glories of the Kingdom 
of the Meſſias, than'ir ist6 the Stars not to be feen 
whenthe light of the Sun appears. But beſides 
theſe, there were ſome among; them capable of 
being wrought upon by -other kind of argu- 
ments, ſuch I mean, who out of a ſudden rranſ- 
port of Zeal, and being convinced by the mira- 
culous operations of the Holy Ghoſt, had declared 
themſelves ChriſHans,but yet retained a ſecret love 
to. their ſins, and the pleaſures of this World”; 
theſe were the Perſons whom the Apoſtle, not 
without reaſon, exprefles* the greateſt jealowfie 
of,” as ingdanger of: Apoſtafie :"and therefore in 
. many places of this Epitfle, he 'repteſents to 
chem the dreadfat confequences -of ſuck an 

Apoſtaſe; for, ir was no Tets' than-o&/ncifying the Heb. 6.6, 

$:l of Big f; o wid putting bin" to” air open ſhame; | 
it was _ e blbod. of tht Coventint' wherewith they 
were ſanflified. an unboly tFing,” and dong” deſpight' un- 
to the ſpirit of Grate ; nay it was Horodly allify: 
ing, bat treading 'unie# foot, the Son 'of God”; and 
therefore he bids them confidet, what” puftiſh- 
ment fuch perſons would deſerve: dt the hand; 
of God into” which they ' muſt fall ,,” and” What. 
hopes there could be. of pardon fot thoſe 'who 
ſo openly rejected the only means 'of obtaining 
it , For if. they did herein ſin wilfully after they bad, 

received the knowleagagef the trath, there remaiveth no... 
EET bra fiarfi lboking for 7 
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of judgement, and. fiery indignation: which ſhall devour 
| the Ac werſaries. | $2, nor only (ets Lrapigtra 
the ſad effects of Apoſtaſie, but as onethar loved 
their ſouls, and deſignedto prevent their ruine, 
he givesthem the belt advice and counſel againſt 
it : He knew well enough, ic was not the diſlari(- 
faction of mens reaſon, which was the ground 
of their infidelity : but, as mens more opende- 
_ figns are governed by ſuch ſprings which are 
leaſt diſcovered ; ſo, whatever theſe warping 
Chriſtians might pretend, as to zeal for the Law, 
and their ancient Religion, the bottom of all 
was a principle of ey, not ariſing from 
want. of ſufficient reaſ$n to convince. them, bur 
from a cloſe and ſecrer love of fin which made 
them willing. to quarrel with whatever was (@ 
repugnant to it, as the doctrine of Ehiiſt.; To 
this end, he puts chem in mind of the'*caſe, of 
their Fore-fathers in the Wilderneſs, who wanted 
no arguments to convince them of Gods Good- 
neſs and Providence ; . yet. nothing would farisfe 
chem, but they were ſtill murmuring and com- 
Heb. 3. 11- plaining, till ar laſt God ſware in bis wrath that 
they ſhould not enter into his reſt. © And fince you 
< all acknowledge; they had reaſon enough to. 
« be 4ſaticfed, bur our of an obſtinate and ſtub- 
« born humour hardned their hearts in the day of 

«© temptation in the Wilderneſs .. take heed Brethren, _. 
12. © ſaich the Apoile, leſt thereSt in any of you ſuch 
3 Fo Ys 
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« 1 evil heart of unbelief In departing" from Whe living 
« God, and do not look pon this advice as vain 
« and needleſs to you that are called the belivving 
© Jews, bat you have cauſe to be very watchful 
© over 'one another, eſpecially in' this Tempt- 
< ing Age, exborting one another daily while it 1s 
* called to day, leſt any of you be | hardned through the 
& deceitfulneſs of ſin. As though! he 'had faid to 
them, -** You who-now glory inthe name of Be- 
© lievers, and are -hitherro as forward as any .in 
*©the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, do not think 
«your ſelves to be above the needof any helps 
©roconfirm your faith, and to arm you againſt 
© the aſſaults of tempratichs, for your very ſe- 
* curity may betray you ; but conſider the fin 
© that. doth ſo eafily beſet you on every fide, the 
© yarious artifices it makes uſe of to deceive men, 
«and when it hath once gotten admiſſion, how 


© ttrangely it bewitches and infatnares- the: 


© minds of men; how unwilling they are to: 
* be convinced of their fins, how much more 
unwilling to part with them, and how natu- 
©rally the love of- fin brings men to-infideliry, 
© and then you will ſee how great reaſon there: 


«is, why you ſhould be — one another daily - 


&« while it is called to day, [ any of - you be. bardened- 


© through the deceitfulne[s of ſin. 
In which words, are theſe-three things- con- 
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<- 2 The danger they arecin-of being bardned throy 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin, who have the wal oo 
motives and engayements againſt it. - | 
| 2. The manmer whereby fin doth prevail upon 
men to-hardenthem, through the deceitfulneſs of. ſan. 

| 3- The care that all Chriſtians qught to have 
to prevent being bardned through the Deceitfulneſs of ſin: 
Leſt any of, you, &c. 

1. The Darger men- are in of being hardned 
through the deceitfulneſs of fin, though they have 
the moſt powerful Motives and Engagements againſt 

it For never any perſons had greater argu- 
ments againſt returning to: the -practice of fin, 
than theſe ro whom@this Epiſtle was written. 
| They: had embraced among the firſt principles 
Heb.6. 1,2. of the doctrine of Chrift, the fonndation of repen- 
tance from dead works, and of faith towards God, of the 
doftrine of baptiſms and of laying on of hands ( far the 
miraculous yo of the Holy Crhoſt )- and of the 
reſurreftion- of the dead and of eternal judgement. And 
| what-can we ſuppoſe to have greater force and 
efficacy. to. reſtrain men from ſin, than what is 
containediin theſe fundamentalsof Chriſtianity ? 
But we. ſhall find thatno.Matives have ever been 
reat enough to reſtrain thoſe from ſin, whorhave 
Reralyiloved: is, and only ſought pretences: for 

the pragtice of it. © - .:4i\ {2 atti 7 MEE 
Such 5. the frame: and condition of humane 
nature conſidered in it ſelf, ſo great -ate'the: 
"et , Gr ee advantages : 
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advantages of reaſon and conſideration for th J 
government of our ations, ſo much ſtronger are 
the natural motives to: vertue than to vice, that 
they wholook nofarther, would expe&to find the 
world much betcer than it js, For why ſhould we 
{uppole the generality of mankind to betray ſo 
.much folly, as co at unreaſonably and againſt 
the common. intereſt of their own kind 2? as all 
thoſe do, that yield to the temptations of fin: . 
For if we {et afide the conſideration of a Di- 
vine Law, to- for is nothing elſe but to a& fool- 
iſhly 'and inconſiderately. But on the other 
fide, if men firſt look into the prattice of the 
World, and there oblerv> the ſtrange prevalency 
of Vice, and how willing men are to defend as 
well as to commit it , they would be apt to 
imagine that either there is no ſuch thing as 
Reaſon among men, or-that it hath very little 
influence upon their ations; and thar the talk 
of Vertue was firſt found out by ſome great ene- 
my to the Felicity of Mankind. Such different 
apprehenſ109S would men have from the diffe- 
rent wayes of beholding the Picture of: Humane 
nature; either as it is in its own frame, or as ir is 
to be ſeen in the World,  Fhey who have with 
the greateſt judgement and care ſearched into 
the nature and. fuſt principles of humane Socie- 
ties, have all agreed' that the chief end and de- 
lign of men in joyning together: was, | for-the 
B mucual;- 
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mutual benefit iand advantage of each ather;Zand | 
' that in order'to: this, certain Laws of Juſtice, F- 
quity, Mercy, Truth, Gratitude, Temperante, as well as 
of Snbjettion to Government, ought to' be inviola- 
bly obſerved. by men. And fince theſe things 
have. the univerſal conſent: of mankind to be for 
their general good, - how comes it to pals, that 
men being. joyned- in theſe Societies for ſuch 
_ erids, make fo-litrle Conſcience of the practice 
of them ? How comeſo many to. live, as it were, 
in open defiance to theſe Fundamental Laws of 
' Nature ? How come-others, only- ro make uſe 
of the pretence of vertue: to deceive, and of ho- 
neſty and integrity.to Cover thedeepeſt difſimu- 
Jation ? If they be not good, why are they pre- 
tended ? Ifrhey are good, why are they nor pra- 
Ctized ? So that whether we confider mankind 
in itſelf, or in Society ; we find the Motives to 
vertue to be much. more weighty and confide- 
rable than thoſe to fin , and yer that the praQice 
of men is dire&tly contrary. | 
But it may be laid, that all this might happen mn 
the world for want of wit and education to poliſh and 
improve the natural Faculties of mens minds, and to di- 
rett and encourage the praftice of vertue. I wiſh the 
world had not ſo many inſtances that men of 
the greateſt wit have not been men of the beſt 
Morals ; bur if wit, andeducation, and Philoſo- 
phy had beenthe moſtefieyal means to reclaim 
HT men 
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men from ſin, where ſhould we have looked 
more. for the flouriſhing of vertue, than in 
Greece and Rome ? And yet inthoſe times, when 
all the accompliſhmens of wit were at the 
higheſt in thoſe places, the manners of- men 
were ſunk into the greateſt filth of debauchery. 
It would make one aſtoniſhed ro read the admi- 
rable diſcourſes of their Philoſophers, and to con- 
{ider the ſtrange- height that eloquence - and wit . 
were arrived to:among their Orators and Ports; 
and then to compare the account given of-the 
manners of the Gentile World, not only. by their 
own Satyriſts, but by the Apoſtles in their ſeveral 
Epiſtles : What a monſtrous Catalogue of fins-do 


Rom.1.26, 


we meer with in the firſt Chapter to the Rimans ? ,, 1g"20 
of ſins of ſo deep a dye, andof ſohorrid a na- 30, 31, 324 
ture ; and ſuch. an -Inventory of / all ſorts of 
Wickedneſs, that one might imagine the Apo: 
ſtle had been rather deſcribing {ome vihon of 
Hell than che ſeat ofthe Roman Empire. ' To ,cy.5. 15 
the fame purpole | he *{peaks - of the” Corinthis Eph.4- 17, . 


ans and Epheſtans, who- thought themlelves be- WY 


hind none of the Greeks of that Age in the breed- 
ing then molt in. Vogue; - but we need not in- 
ſtance in particulars, when St. Peter calls-it in ge- 
neral the will of the Gentiles, to live in laſciviouſne F 
luſts, exceſs of winz, revellings and banquetings, as well 
_ as abominable Idolatries; and St. John in ſhort faith; 
the whole wonld 1yeth- ini wickedne{s. 070; 
YALL. -- B 2 It 


I Pete 4.3. 
I Joh.5-19. 
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. Irnaighe; be worth our while to conſider how 
ſo univerſal adegeneracy of mannersſhould hap. 
penin thoſe ages, when men pretended mare to 
Wit and Learning, than they had done in any 
time before. And for this, it were very unreaſo- 
nable to aſſign any Cauſe that were equally com- 
mon to all other Ages, ſuch as the corruption of 
humane nature ; which, how great ſoever it be; 
_ Is the ſameatall times; neither do think ic rea- 
ſonable to lay it wholly on the bad examples 
of the teachers of vertue, knowing how mali- 
cious the worſt of men are in endeavouring to 
make thoſe who ſeem tobe better, ro be.as bad 
as themſelves: but there are ſome peculiar rea- 
ſans for it, and I wiſh they had been only: proper 
tothole times: as, CO art} i 

1. Separating Religion and Morality from each 
other. When their Religion was placed in ſome 
ſolemn Rites, and pompous Ceremonies, and 
coſtly Sacrifices, bur all che matters of Morality 
were confined to their Schools, there to be en» 
quired after by thoſe who had leiſure and curi- 
oſity for them. As though God were' more 
concerned for the colour, and age, and pomp of 
their Sacrifices, for the geſtures and thews.of 
their devotion ; than - for the purity of their _ 
hearts, the ſincerity of their minds, or the ho- * 
lineſs of their lives. When oncethe people had 

{ſwallowed that pernicious principle, that Mota+ 
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lity: was no part of theiv. Religion, they had no 
. great regard tothe good or evil of; their ations, 
as long asa little:charge, and ſour looks,and going. 
to their Temples at certain times were thought 
ſufficient ro; expiate their-fins. And they were 
much more encouraged in Wickedneſs, whenthe 
Gods they worſhipped were repreſented on the 
age as ating all. manner of villanies: and no 
doubt, they thought ita great comfort tothem in _ 
their debaucherics, that their Gods were as' good 
fellows as themlelves. And what could all the pre- 
cepts of. Philoſophers, or ſayings of wiſe men fignifie 
to thale who were ſo: far from looking on'vertue 
as any meceſlary ipart. of their Religion, chat 
they thought. thofe. fit be worſhipped for 
Gods, whom they. never believed to have - been 
. good men?! 1 21. Sue: © | 
- 2. When they:had thus:rendred vertue 'unne- 
ceſlary, by making it no\ part of their Religion, 
the next thing was to —_ it appear: ridiculous ; 
which was a certain way-toi make Fools 'ont of 
| lovewith it; who do not confider, whats fir to 

be laughed at, but what.is ſo. When Socrates 
at Athens. undertook with. many ſharp and cut- 
ting tronies to reprove the vices of his-Age; and 
| with a great deal of Wic and Reaſon to per- 
{wade men to the ſober practice of Vertue, the 
licentious people knew not what todo with him, 
- forthey were not able to: withſtand the force of 
EOS. 'his; 
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his arguments, at laſt Ariſtophanes (having a Ca 
mical Wit whereby he was able to make any thing 
ſeem ridiculous although he knew very well 
the Wiſdom and Learning of Socrates; yer) to pleaſe 
and humour.the people, he brings him upon the 
Stage, and repreſents his grave inſtruftions af- 
ter ſuch a manner, asturn'd all into a matter of 
laughter .to the people of Athens.: which: did 
more miſchief tothe reputation of- Yertue among 
them, than the taking away .his life did. - For, 
his dying convinced the people he was in good 
carnelt, and brought a great veneration to his 
memory.; whereas the other expoſed himoonly 
tro {corn and contempr. ; - and the people were 
made judges whether it were-with cauſe or no : 
who beſides their ignorance and. want of judge- 
ment, were too much parties to be-Fudges/ 
This. is the merhod which men take, when they 
ſer their wits againſt vertue .and Goodneſs .; they 
know it is impotlible to argue men our of it; but 
it is very caſie by ridiculous poſtures, and mimi- 
cal geſtures, and profane fimilitudes, to' put ſo 
graveand modeſt athing as Tertue is out of Coun- 
renance, among thoſe who are ſure ro-laugh on 
the, other ſide. - I do nor think ſuch things can 
Hgnifie any thing to Wiſe men ; but when 
was the world made up of ſuch? and therefore 
1r fignifieg very: nauckro: the miſchief of - thoſe, 
who have not. rhe; courage.to love. deſpiſed roertue; 
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nor"to defend a Cauſe rhat.isaughed down. And 
to theſe I'may now add, 
' 3- The bad examples of others,eſpecially of thoſe 
- to whomitbelonged toteach and encourage vertue, 
KF above others. No man will pretend, thatir is 
ground enough for him to doa thing meerly be- 
: |  Eauſc he ſees another doit; yet inall Ages men 
AT have ſeen and complained that the power of ex- 
: 'amples hath outdone that of Laws. Some that - 
| - thinkthemſelves more ſubtle than others, queſti- 
:j. © on whetherthoſe mean what they ſay, who ſpeak 
. ' one thing and do another; and therefore they 
will do what they thiakthe others mean ; which 
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4 were a good plea iftheir a&tions were betrer than 
: 3 their words. Others think, that all diſcourſes 
-[;  _ of vertue, and honeſty, and true honour, are 
"|  , meer {matter of talk for men to entertain lome 
gy idle hours with, and that men are univerſally 
FT agreed in nothing but in fpeaking well and do- 


ingill. Theſe look on vertue as a kind of Phe» 
nix,a thing often talked of,and believed by fome, 
but never feen by any: but ſuch find all things 
FF fo very bad at home, that our of charity to 
fs. + themſelves, they believe the whole World to be 
8 *  Jike them. Others have fo much natural mo- 
deſty and ſenſe of ſhame that they have not the 
courage to commit a great wickedneſs, unleſs. 
they were hardned to it by the example of 


,. greater ſinners before them. Butthe moſt com- 
| mom 
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mon reaſon :of the prevalenoy of example. is, 


that men findin themſelves a ſtrong propenſiry 
and inclination to. do! evil, and ate willing to 
meet with ſuch a pretence for committing ir, that 
they.do but as others do ; and therefore | cannot 


think that bare example were enough to cor- 


rupt the World if there were not ſome amece- 
dent inclination in humane-natureto the practice 
of evil. For.lince; there is leſs reaſon to follow 
bad examples than good, why ſhould one pre- 
vail more than the other in the World, if there 
were nothing but the baxe example to moye? 
But that inclination _ conſidered, we may 
eaſily give an account of the ill conſequence 
which the bad examplesof thole who are ,to di- 
rect and encourage others in vertue, muſt needs 
be of to the reſt of mankind. FXenophon was not 
without reaſon ſo much diſpleaſed, when he 
ſaw ſome of the beſt of Socrates his Diſciples; 
make their Court to Dionyſtus in Sicilie , knowing 
how inconſiſtent the reputation of vertue is, with 
the very ſuſpicion of Flattery : and that nothing 
makes great men more ſuſpicious of Vertue, 
than when they ſee Philoſophers become .Flatterers, 
and carrying on the reſtleſs deſigns of ambition 
under the pretence of teaching the art of con- 


rentment ro others. It was this which. made the - 


very name of them- become ſo odious at Rome, 


that even vertue it ſelf was hated for their ſakes : 


ſo 


ſo that the very teachers of vertue contributed to 
the increaſe of, vice. Eſpecially, when by their 
endleſs diſputes and wranglingsabont words and 
terms of art, they made the people ſuſpect they 
did but play prizes before them ;| and only pre- 
"'Þ rended to quarrel, but were enough agreed to 
#; » cheat anddeceive them. Upon ſuch grounds as 
theſe, all rhe Motives to vertue contained in the Iri- 
F: tings and inſtruftions of Philoſophers loſt their due - 
force and efficacy on the minds of the'people, 
of co who were rather more hardned m their ſins by theſe 
- diſadvantages which attended the*means that 
were uledto reclaimthem from the practice of 


*Y 


L-- them. Ry | 
£ But when all other motives proved ineffectual - 
a4 by theſe diſadvantages, what.could be more rea- 
FE ſonably expected, than, that the motives of the 
"I Goſpel ſhould prevail with men, being of ſo great 
; weight in themſelves, and recommended with 


ſo.much advantage to the World, by the exam- 


© 1 ples of thoſe who delivered them +. The,great 
f arguments of Chriſtianity againſt the. practice 
of {1n are notdrawn, from any.uncertain Topicks. 


or niceand curious ſpeculations; but from the. 
influence mens good or eyil actions inthis World 


will Re, on.their.happineſ; 5 or: miſery in ano-, 
ther. And what concerns .another-ſtate is..re- 
vealed with much mg Rs and confirmed * 


by. ſtionger evidence d enforced by more mo- — 
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-—_ (16) 
E$xving conſiderations, thin ever it was before 
F among the beſt and wiſeſt of the Gentiles. The 
 doftrineof Chriſtianity is plain and perempto- 
E + Rom. 2.6. TY this matter, that, God will render to every man ac- 
E .18. cording to bis Works : and that the wrath-of God is re- 
ealed from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſS and unrigh- 
teouſneſSof men. And however prone men are to 

be deceived with vain words, yer let them look to 

Gal. 6.7. -themlelyes, God will not be mocked, ( however men 
| may be ) for bicaiſe of theſe things the wrath of God 
Eph.5. 6. will come upon the Children of diſobedience, No Sacri- 
fices, no prayers, no penances, no vows and pro- 

miſes will keep off this wrath of Crod without a 

hearty repentance andtimely reformation.  Ne- 

ver any Religion or inſtitution in the World 

made it ſo much its bufmeſs to keep men from 

doing evil, and to perſwade them to do good, as 

the Chriſtian doth. The Apoſtles thought itthe 
oreateſt-contradiQion to their profeſſion, for any 

men to beccalled Chriſtians, and to live inthe pra- 

1Pe.4. 3. &ice:of their 'former” ſins, Let the time paſt of your 

2  Iife ſuffite you, faith S. Peter, to have wrought the will 
$ of the Gentiles, 1. e. that time paſt when you were 
Z no Chriſtians. : To be a Chriſtian then was all 


one'as cf a I60le, profant; vs perſon tobe- 
come ſober, religions, exact iti his converſation. 

J 4 * Afr © 3 - "Fe 11.4: "7 - 
Rom, 13. To put onChriſt, was but atiother phraſe, for making 
4-10 proviftonfor the fleſh to falf the luſts thereof ; Talearn 
- , B&'V's TOR 1 5, ©7713 9 45% 22h IS! ion & by: 
Chriſt was'all'one as to pit "as concerning the fore 
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mer converſation the old man, which is corrupt according to Eph. 4. 203 
© the deceitful luſts; and toput on the new man, which after "> 24+ 


God is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſS. Thoſe 
were the bleſled dayes of Chriſtianity, when it 
was no hard matter to underſtand what it was to 
be a Chriſtian ; when the niceties of diſputes, 
and the ſubtle artifices of men of corrupt minds 
had not yetdebauched the notion of Chriſtiani- 
.ty, to reconcile it with the luſts of men. To 
be a Chriſtianthen, was not to be vefrled in the 
ſubtilties of the Schools, or to bez able ro ſwal- 
low. contradictions without chewing them ; or 
ro be as fierce and carneſt for every doubtful opi- 
nion and uncertain cuſtome, as if the ſubſtance 
of Chriſtianity were like Epicurus his World 
made up of a great number of very {mall and 
reſHeſs Atomes. To be a Chtiftian, was not 
to fight for the Faith, but to live by 1t; not to 
quarrel for good Works, but to -praCtile them, 
Inſhort, to bea Chriſtian wastodepart from iniquity 
and to do good, to be meek, and-humble, and pa- 
tient, and peaceable towards all men ; to be 
| charitable, and kind; to be ſober and temperate in 
all. things ,to'be holy, ſincere, and innocent in his 
actions towards God and men. This is the true 
Idea of a Chriſtian, and not a meer dea, but ſuch 
as every.cne that owns hin t6 be a'Chriſtian 
is bound: by the moſt Sacred- vow. of Chriſtianity 
in Baptiſm to be like ; ſothat, if either the conſi- 
EF C2, deration 
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Mo. (1s) 
* deration- of their-own. eternal welfare; or the 
' nature, defign, or honour of Chriſtianity, or 
their own moſt ſolemn engagements: can reſtrain 
men from the practice of fin, we ſee that thoſe 
who are Chriſtians, are under the moſt powerful 
motives and engagements again{t it: | 
But yet ſuch there have been (1 wiſh I could 
not ſay luch there are) who have broken through. 
all theſe things, and have been hardned through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin. One might have thought, it 
any perlons had been out of this danger, they 
had been fuch as the A4poſile makes th'ts exhortat1- 
onto;; who had ſeen the miraculous-operations of 
3 the Holy Ghoft for confirming the duFrine and Mo- 
I tives of Chriſtianity, nay who had themſelves been 
- Heb.6. 4,5. made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and bad taſted of this 
— Heavenly gift, and of the good Word of God, and of the 
powers of the world to come : Who had teſtified their 
repentance of their former fins in the moſt pub- 
lick andſ{olemn manner; and had entred into'the 
moſt- Sacred Vow of Baptiſm, never to recurn 
more to the practice of it : who had done this 
in the heat of perſecution, which they endured 
with courage and rejoycing ; yet after all theſe 
things; the Apoſtle exprefles a more-than ordi- 
nary jealouſic leſtegny of them ſhonld-fall away, 
and their hearts be hardned through the deceitfulneſs of 
fine'- When Critias and Mibiades* had forſaken the 
pathsof Vertue, which they feemed very forward 
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> Gs (19), + 
in, whilethey continued/underthe inftructions of 
Socrates, Xenophon {aith, there were ſome that contend- "Amiunu.- 
ed that they never bad any Tvertue at all,” becauſe kN 
thoſe who- once had "it could "never loſe it : but for bis. 
part, he ſaith, be' was by no means ſatufied with their 

_ opinion: for as men by diſcontinuing bodily exerciſes 

= make themſelvis uncapable of doing thoſe things which they 

. were moſt expert-in before , ſo' men by 'the neglett of ime 

proving their minds in Tvertue , and giving way to the: 

\ temptations of honour and pleafure / ( which was the 

, cale of (( ritias and Alcibiades * may by degrees loſe the 

| force of all the Motives to ertue and conſequently the 

_ ertue' it ſelf. © It is agreed by all men whoun- 

 derftand any thing in theſe-:matrers, that even 

| Grace, although it be the effe&t of a divine pow- 
er on. the minds'of men,:is of'it felf:-capable of 
beingloſt ; the great diſputeis; whether it 'may 

” be loſbpaſt all recovery? Bnt-as' we have no 
more reaſon to fer any; bounds ro:the:Grace of 
God in mens:Recovery, thaniasto their firſt Re- 
pentance.; {o we ought to conſider; that there is 
ſuch a falling away mentioned by the Apoſtle, of 

thoſe who have be.nonceenlightned; 'of which, he ſaith, Heb.6. 4,6. 

. 1t-15 '1mpoſSible to renew thenr again to repentance : and 
that Scripture deals with all perſons in its ex- 
hortations, and admonitions,/and threatnings, 
as if :they were capable of falling ro the urmoſt 
degree: and toſuppoſe thatthing inapoſſible © 
be done, which the graveſt counſels, and the E 
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moſt vehement- ;perfwaſions are uſed to keep 

men from the doing of, is to make a fevere re- 
flectionon the wiſdom of them that give them. 

And the- 4poſtle here leaves none of them our. 

- but bids. the moſt forward believers beware of an 

evil heart of unbelief ; and thoſe who had been 
moſt ſoftned by repentance, take: heed of bejy 

hardned through the deceitfulneſs of fin. So that we 

ſee, how powerful {oever. the motives to Yertue- 

are ; how great ſoever the engagements againſt Sin , 

yet the 4poſtle thought it needful to give .them 

warning againſ{tthe dcreitfulneſs of. fir. | 

2: But what kind of deceitfulneſs is this in ſin, 

that the beſt and-wiſeſt men are {o much cautio- 

ned againſt it. Whar irrehftible charms doth it 

uſe to-draw-men mto-its ſnares? with-what infu- 

 fiom'doth-it fo far: intoxicate: mankind to: make 

them dote-upor it, againſt the convictions of 

Reaſon, and dictates o& Conſcience and the:-power: 

of perfwaſion; and che moſt ſolemriand repeated 

Vows and/Promiſes againſt it 2nay.to make. men 

Purſue It, - to ſuch a degree (as rather. to be 

\ ...2,1 damned! fov!ivithan; fotfake- iro? If we. were to: 

confider this.only. by Reaſon; we conld imagine: 

nothing leſs than that far at one time or other: 

hath laid ſuch amgighty obligation on ,mankind,: 

thar rather chanparc with it, cho greater» part of: 

men, -our of meer gratitude; would be: convent Pe. 

to ſufferfar ever with it: or;tharic is-a things fo! +. 

5 - ...-. -  aplolmtely. - Sy: 
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abſolutely neceſſary to the” comfort of mens 
lives, that they cannot live-one-good day without 
it? Whereas in truth, the whole race of man- 
kind hath ſuffered extreamly and continually by 
It : and it is ſo far from being neceffary tothe 
comfort of mens lives, that the'greareſt troubles 
and vexations of lite have riſen from it , and 
men may enjoy far greater ſatisfaction, and more 
real contentment ; and more noble, and folid,: 
and laſting pleaſures if they did utterly renounte 
arid forſake it. But this ſtill makes thedifficul- 
ty ſo much the greater, how 'it ſhould fo far 
bewitch and infatuare -rhe far greateſt part' of 
mankind; and-of thoſe-who know how dearly 


they muſt ſuffer for it in another World ?. And 
yer' to afſoil this difficulty, we have only two 
Accounts tg "give how fin comes. r6-deeeive 
mankindſo/generally,” fofatally;* and theft'are 
1. By ſubtle infinuations ;'- 2.- By falle/ 'tea- 
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lornings. +1030 5 pv Ui 

* 4. By ſubtle infintations.” The'preat*W4 -Malters 
of -pleading/in ancient times have toldV us, that 
there are ſome: Cauſes whick' are- never to be 
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(a). 


IF YO intoche-good opinion of the Judges 
before they. arc aware- of it, This. is the very 
method which is' made uſe of by the deceitful. 
| neſs of Sm ; it dares not ſtand the examination of 
any. cloſe reaſoning, for. all irs artifices would 
preſently be diſcover'd then ; but irmakes uſe. of 
theſe arts of inlinuation. It endeavours to. 
raiſe a good opinion of ir ſelf by falſe colours 
.and repreſentations of things. 2. Whea ic hath 
done thar, it draws men' on by degrees to the 
practice of it. ' 3. When men are engaged in the 
practice of ſin, then. it repreſents to them. how 
much.it is their own intereſt to defend it; and ſo 
brings them from the counſel of the' ungodly, and the 
”Y of- ſanners, to. the ſeat of the {car nf ul. 


.&, endeayours_ to raiſe a good opinion of 
3; fa \by. f, falſe.;colours and repreſentations, ,of 
things.:, 'The. Auſt precnpr of infinuation is to re- 


move prejudice, for ,while. that continues, all 
that can be ſaid will be of no force. While 
L :lgokgniin,asvile, and loathſome.; as mean 
| unworthy. of 2 man; as. inconſiſtent; with, rhe 
Peace and Stig of _rhejr.minds, fo long 
£6; FAY, 5 reliſted. &; al} arcs. muſt 

ther, E794 I 40, make GARDE with/all che 
oleh 5 wh bich 3 is moſt ape; ro;entice 
pes $ Gage, Thea, the. ferters -and 

i ARE egllave ; men, wich, 
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irs-moſt ſordid and filrhy pleaſures muſt be 
thought great and manly, and a little preſent 
honour and advantage appear more valuable 
than an eternal ſtate of Happineſs and Glory. 
' Theſe are things we ſhould think it very hard 
for men to þbe deceived with ; and yet every 
day we find they are ſo, and which isfar more, 
they are ready totake ir very ill of thoſe who 
go about to undeceive them. In other caſes, if ' 
a man tells another, that he is like tro be de- 
ccived with a falle and counterfeit Jewel inſtead 
| of a true one; or to buy a bad Ticle to an E- 
ſtate inſtead of a good one, he thinks himſelf 
very much obliged to. him for his fidelity and 
kindneſs; only in the caſe of a mans beloved 
fins , although they will prove the greateſt 
cheats-inthe World tro him, yet he cannot well 
endure to be told ſo , but his blood is apt to 
fire and enflame him intoa paſſion againſt him 
that doth it ; and although it be meant with 
the greateſt innocency and kindnels, it is ready 
ro be interpreted to be only the effect of ma- 
lice and ill will. For now fin hath infinuared 
2 it (elf ſo far into him, that no one can'be 
F'\thought a friend to the perſon, who is not ſo to 
his fins; and they are Jo come to thar height 

of triendihip and community of intereſts, to- 
have common friends and comirion enemies. 
Now all the diſcourſes of the freedom.; and 
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| (14). | 
pleafure, and fartisfation of a mans mindin the 
practice of yertue appear very dull and infipid 
things ; .and fit only for Learned Fools or Philoſo- 
pher: to talk or. 0; 

Nothing deſerves the name of Liberty with 
them, bur a power of doing what they pleaſe. 
What nonleale and contradiction doth it feenv 
to them for thole co be accounted free, who are 
' under any-bonds or reſtraints ? No matter to: 
thetn, whether they be from God, or Nature, 
from Reaſon or Conſcience, as long as they 
are reſtraints, they look. on them as iocon- 
ſiſtent. with their notion of liberty. . And 
next to: thoſe who: threaten men with pu- 
niſhments in another World for what they: do 
amils in this, they account thoſe the greateſt 
Fools that firſt found out the diſtintion of good 
and. evil, and juſt and unjuſt: in the actions cf 
men. © What Fools ( lay they), vrzere they to 
* faſten diſhonourable and reproachful names on 
«ſome of the moſt pleaſant and beneficial aci- 
&« ons of life 2 For thus a. man is debarred thar 
* noble and. manly Vice of Drunkenneſs for fear 
© of loſing the reputation} of Sobriety , and the 
© extravagancies of Luft, for fear of doing inju- 
* ry to-his neighbours Bed.; and ſuppoſing, a 
* man hath. never ſo--much advantages in his 
*& hands to enrich himſelf by defrauding ano- 
© ther, yet.he muſt nor do. it, becauſe alchough 
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4. 8 
*an eſtate be in the keeping of a Fool, yet 
* another mult nor be a Knave toget itfrom him. 
Thus do theſe miſerable Slaves to Vice pitty the 
weaknels of thoſe who have (o little wit (as they 
think) notto underſtand the Liberty they enjoy : 
But thus do mad men pitty the dulneſs of thoſe 
that are in their wits, that donot ſing, and rant, 
and deſpile theWorld, as they do: and fancy 
themſelves to be Kings and Princes, while the 
are tyed faſt in'their chains, and lye in Straw. 
And upon ſuch grounds as theſe, the moſt rude 
and barbarous Indians did better underſtand the 
liberty of mankind, than the moſt civilized Na- 
tions. For all civility is a debarring men of 
ſome part of this natural liberty, z. e. of thoſe 
things which men have a power to do, and 
-upon this ground all antient Law-givers and 
Wiſe men, who by degrees brought ſeveral Na- 
tions to Order and Government, and to Jive by 
Laws, ought to be hated as the greateſt Ty- 
.rants.and Ulurpers upon the liberties of man- 
-kind': and the natural conſequence of this 
-would be the overthrow of all Laws, and Or- 
der, and. Croverament in the World. But if 
there' muſt be ſome reſtraints upon men, then 
-we are to. conſider what reſtraints are juſt and 
reaſonable, within whoſe bounds we are to con- 
tainiour" ſelves; and whatever tends to the diſ- 
| honour of God,-to the injury of others, or "to 
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26) h gf 
our own:deſtruction, it is all the reaſon inthe AM 
World we fhould abſtain from. And if men 
would but do this, they would be kept from the 
praQtice of {fin : And lo this imaginary noti- 
on of a boundleſs liberty will appear to be on- 
ty one of the falſe colours that fin- putsupon evil 
actions, on purpole to tempt men tothe com- 
mitton of them. 

Bur there is. another Poiſon which more ſub- 
tilly and dangerouſly infinuates. x felf into the 
hearts of men, and by which fin gets. the poſ- 
ſeſſion there, and thar is the love of pleaſure 
| do not mean the plealure of the mind, orthe 
plealurc of agood conſcience, for there is no- 
danger in theſe, byt it is the love of ſenſual 
plealure which is moſt apt to enſnare men in 
the practice of fin. ' It is under this repreſenta- 
tion chiefly, that ſin deceives, betrayes, entangles, 
bewitches, deſtroyes the ſouls of men : Ir isthis. 
which. fills che imagination, and.darkens the un- 
derſtanding. with fiakthy teams and' vapours, 
and'hurties a man on'with the impetuous: vio- 
lence of paſſions, without conſidering the mjl- . 
chievous conſequence which attends it, either as. © , 
to his honour in this World, or his! falvation. in. 

-+ mag another. This danger which attends the plea- 
roteg. 3.6. | 
10. dSpe.. ſures of fin was well repreſented in one of the 
;n 4, x ron Eaſtern Parables, of a. man; violently pwr ſued hy Wild: 
mam... Beaſts to the top of a Precipice,, where, there was: 9:Trde 
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_ 'yrowing o1 the fide of. a great: lake, and at: the foot of 
i a prodigious Serpent lynig. ready. to: devour him, the 
man being inthis aſtanijhment: gets upon. the firſt branch 
of the tree he could reach.; but he was ne jooner there, 
but his horrour increafed-at the apprehenſuan. of bis 
danger. on. every fide of bins ; aud that which added the 
moſt to. his conſternation was that the very branch on 
which hz ſtood was almoſt eaten off while be 'was in 


5 


this terrible fright, be looks up to the top of the tree, and 
there ſees ſome wild honey trickling down the body of 
th: tree, which he was ſo taken with, and ſo. pleaſed 
with th: [weetneſs of it, that he forgets his danger, 
till of a ſudden the branch: breaks,. and . down. be drops 
into the lake without recovery. This is the true: re- 
preſentation, of the pleaſures of fin, which. men. 


are lo much entertained with, that they never 
conkder the hazard they run, and: ſcarce: think 
of their danger till they drop inco thar ſtate of 
milery from whence there is no. redemption. 

But belides theſe (ofc and. voluptuous finners,, 
(who.are ealily deceivediiand- hardly: drawn our 
of the lnares chey fall intor) there are orhers of 
amore buſic,;reſtlels, anddefigning temper; and, 
tothele {in.appears. under anather ſhape ro- de- 
ceive them, wuh all the! advantages of, external: 
Splendour.and (Frearneſs.. And:thus they who: 
pollibly mightelcape the baits) of pleaſure, are: 
carryed away: by: the, more. plauſible —_—_ 


ſome, 
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ſome , - that when the Devil tempted Chriſt - 83} 
Mat.4.8.9. with the ofters of the Kingdoms of this world, if he 
: would fall: down and worſhip him, he did - net 
know, who he was, but had a mind totry him 
by the moſt probable way of diſcovering what 
was withinhim : Bur ſurely the Devil thought 
him ſome extraordinary perſon, or elle he. 
would never have made ſo large an offer at 
.farſt; viz, of no leſs than all the Kingdoms of the 
IWorld, whereas very much leſs chan one of theſe 
: hath ſerved to corrupt and debauch the minds of 
many who have been great pretenders to Piery _ 
and Vertue. It, was indeed ſomewhat a hard 
condition the Devil joyned with his offer, to fall 
' + down and Worſhip him, becauſe he then deſign- 
.ed. not only a Victory but a Triumph ; but with 
- others he conceals the condition and draws them 
- on by degrees, ſtill riſing higher and higher in his 
temptations, thereby feeding and enlarging their 
defires; till the love of this World hath gotten 
ſuch-an (entire. poſſeſſion of their hearts; 'that 
they>ſcarce-ever' in igaod earneſt think of 'ano- 
ther till-their ſouls are paſſing into it. | And then 
it. may be; they ſadly:refle&t on their own folly,in 
that they have, preferred the  deluding ſcenes and 
pompous ſhews of worldly greatnels; before'the 
ompleat and... endleſs :feliciry -of another: life. | 
Bales yery often. happens, ther it is/not ſo long, 
__ as till-chein leaving. thisWorld, that men-come 
Et 7. Þ eg | h s 2 to 
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B+ 'to underſtand the reſtleſs folly of ambition: 
FE: Forthe things of this World are like Epicurus his 
Atoms, alwayes moving and juſtling one againit 
_ . another. andone mans ambition -{erves to ſup- 
plant anothers, and they who cannot raiſe them- 
| elves may yer help to ruine others , and oft- 
times thoſe very dehigns by which they moſt 
hoped to advance themielves, prove the occafion 
of thetr fall and deſtruction. The Mahumetans 
"[F have aftoryto this purpoſe; In the time of Jeſus warn.Prov. 
"19 © three men in a journey hapied to find a Treaſure ; but Ferſic-p-33+ 
bein bungry, thy ſent one of their number to buy pros 
Viſtons . he conſults how he mht vet this treaſure t0 
himſelf, and for that .end reſolves to poiſon their meat, 
the other two agreed to ſhare it between them, and to 
kill: the third affoom as he returned ; which they did, and 
themſelves ſoon after dyed of the poiſoned meat. Jeſus 
paſſmg. by with his diſciples, ſaid, This ts the condition 
of this' world! ſee what the love of it bath bronght theſe 
men to! Wo'be to him that looks for any other uſage 
from it, - This is the firſt way whereby fin doth 
inſinuate into the. minds of themr ; iz, by 
falſe colours and reprefentarions of things. 
2. Burt when fin hatly fo far infinuated: ic ſelf 
| to bring men to a better opinion of it, it doth nor 
preſently hurry them on tothe greateſt height 
of wickedneſs'; but leads them gently and by 
eaſie ſteps and degrees, leſt they ſhould ſtarr 
back preſently. with the fright of fome dreadful 
= SID | -Y 
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fin. Which will appear if we:confider, how one 
* comes to be corrupted by {in that hath had the 
advantage of a modeſt and vertuous education : 
if thoſe who deſign todebauch him {peak out at 
firſtin plain words what they aim at, a ſudden 
horrour ſeizes upon him at the apprehenſion 
of it, and it may b he hates their company for 


ever after. But there is ſo much a ſenſe of 
ſhame left in humane nature, that men dare not 
tempt others to {in,at leaſt at firſt, in plain terms, 
and the ſame temptation which being repreſent- 
ed one way would affright, appearing with 
greater artand diſiimulation may eafily prevail. 
Andiinis a thing, that men hare to be forced, 


bur too much love to be cheated into the pra- 
tice of it. How doth a young ſinner ſtruggle 
with himſelf, and would if it were poſſible ger 
out of the noiſe of his own Conſcience, when 
he hath offered force and violence to it ! He is 
very unealic to himlelf, and wiſherh a thouſand 
times he had never committed the fin, rather 
than to feel ſuch horrour and diſquier in his 
mind, upon the ſenſe of it. Burt this doth not 
make him preſently repent, and reſolve never 
to be guilty again of the ſame folly, (as in all 
reaſon it ought to do) then by time and com- 
pany he wears off the impreſſion of his guilt, 
- andthe next occaſion of finning makes him for- 
get the wounds of his Conſcience, and the ("a 3 
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he endured before ; :and the freſh temptation 
revives the. ſenſe of his former pleaſure, and 
then he is able to withftand no longer ; and 
thus by repeating the ſame a&ts, by degrees he 
becomesavery hopeful finner, and the-reports 
of his Conſcience are bur like that of ſounds at 
a greater diſtance ; they leflen ſtill more and 
more, till ar laſt they cannot be heard art all. 
And when he hath thus maſtered his Conſci- 
ence, as to any one fin, which at firſt he was 
fearful of committing, and hath found 
ſuch an Ice upon his Conſcience as will bear 
him, he goes on ſtill farther and farther; till no- 
thing be too hard for him. He thar at firſt 
ſtarred and trembled at the hearing of an horrid 
oath, now can hear whole volleys of them dil- 
charged without ſhrinking ; and can . bear his 
pu in that helliſh Concert : and he that was ſo 

ardly brought to be wicked himſelf, may in a 
little time ( as ſome men are ftrange proficients 
_ in wickedneſs): trempr and encourage 'othersto 
the practice:of it. 258 GUT To oP OtTIIT 
+ 3- And when men are arrived to an- habitual 
continuance ia fin, thentfor theirpreſent eaſe and 
- Jecurity, they.caſt about fotiany-wayesto defend 
it. | For whatever is become of Confcience, they 
may. have ſucha fenſe of 'Tepuration-lefr, that 
- they would not be thought Fools;' and ' be” con- 
' cemned and deſpiſed by others. + But.akhough 
11697 E it 
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it be impoſſible for ſich to avoid ſcorn andcon- 
rempt among all thoſe who have any true re- 
gardto Vertueor Honour, yet they will endea- 
vour rather to defend themſelves in doing ill, 
than recover their reputation by repentance. 
And becaule it would puzzle the wits of the 
molt ſubtle and concerned perſons to find out 
pretences and excuſes for ſome kinds of fins ; 
"therefore the eaſieſt way is to repreſent all the 
World as alike bad, alchough nor alike cunning , 
and although it may benotin the ſame way, yer 
in ſomething as ill ig it (elf, bur more agreeable 
to their Age, temper, and condition of life. 
Thus the greateſt ſinners love ro herd themſelves 
in a croud, and think it ſome poor defence for 
their ſins, that chey would have others believed 
to be as bad as:they : :as though a. man were in 
the lels danger by the plague, becauſe it isa gene- 
ral contagion. Bur if ithappen thatfome perſons 
intheWorld ſhould have any reputation for Ver- 
aue:among:them, thenallthe weakneſles, and in- 
diſcrerions of {uch, are ſure tobe enquiredafter, 
that fo:whatis accounted vertue;may berhought 
only natural ſournefs of temper, or want of wir 
t0:be otherwite- But - if any. :tuch:\{hould be 
found in-a miſcarriage, what Joy and'Triumph 
doth this make ?:-what load: of circumſtances 
and aggravations do:they:.tay mpon; them ;- as 
though-one- ſingle> milcatriage;of - fuch pertons 
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were to weigh down a thouſand enormities of 
theirs. And becauſe it is impoſſible ro defend' 
their extravagant courſes by Reaſon, the only 
way left for them is-ro make Satyrical Iuvedtives 
againſt Reaſon; as though it were the moſt un-. 
certain, fooliſh and+( had almoſt ſaid) wnrea- 
Y- fonable thing in the World: and yer they pretend 
= ro ſhew it in arguing againſt it: bur it is pitty 
C- ſuch had not their wiſh, to have been Beaſts rather 
| thanmen, (if any men can make ſuch a wiſh that 
have it not already ) that they might have been 
leſs capable of doing miſchief among mankind ; 
by repreſenting all the excellencies of humane 
nature; which are Reaſon, and Vertue, and Religi- ; 
on, but as more grave and ſolemn. fopperies. ; 
But how hard are ſuch men put to defend their : 
vices, thatcannot do it, without trampling un- 
der foot the moſt noble perfeCtions of their own 
nature ! LE. 
Theſe however are theamore ingenuous ſort 
of ſinners, that yield Reaſon and Religion ro be of J 
Vertues (ide; but there are others that make uſe Y 
of ſome ſhallow pretences of Reaſon to excuſe I 
themſelves in their fins: which is the ſecond way 
whereby ſin deceives men, Viz, _ BED 
2. Byfalſe Reaſonings:' and thoſe taken either, 
1. From their Preſent impunity : 2” Or from 
their Future Repentance. bIEECLS oh 
1. From their preſent ſnot in inning, _ | E 
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E: 2re apttordeceiverhemlſelves.into a continuance. 
.” init; This'is the accquat_ the Wife man hath 
Eccl. 8, 13. Jong ſince given of mens being hardned in fin, 
ecanſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed 
ſpeedily ; therefore the hearts of the ſons of men is fully 

-ſet in them to doecvidl. Irtfeems ſomewhat hardto, 
underſtand the conſequence, why men ſhould 

grow. More Slperogely wicked, becauſe Grad 

gives them a ſpace to repent ? Is it neceſlary that 

x God doth puniſh ar all, he muſt do it pretent- 

ly 2 that would ſeem to be rage and fury, or a 
neceſſity of nature, and not juſtice..., Cannot 
judgement. be. duly executed, unleſs. the Judge 

break: open the Priſon doors, and' tokment the 
Malefaor in his, chains.?. Why may not God 

reſpite the puniſhmens of | ſinners, when he 
pleaſes, to-anorher ftate, ſince he hath declared 
AR.27-31+ that be bath appointed a day. wherem he will judge the 
World in righteouſneſs * What incongruity 1s there 

in this to- any; principle of -realon- of - juſtice ? 

Will not ths. time of Gods; paticnce, be a ſuffi- 

cient vindication of his lenity and goodnels in 

order to. the drawing, men to: repentance ? And 

will not the day of: his future judgement be 2 

full vindication- af his..juſtice > Will nor the jn- 
{upportable horrours of 2 miſerable eternity dil- 

cover fax more Gods abhorrence of ſin, than pre- 

_  fent ſufferings in this'life, which, the greater 
they are, the leſs they. continue? Bur all this 


I" hon a. + fs 
L18 SI6CS! GEL IS FE TIES -d 
5 A BS $2 ond, Ot Rn woo 
oe 14. P KI"t > BLN xy 


falſe 


, : of 
__ WRIA LM LS wee te 4 
F et? = ODS” on 5 ; 


Fs BY, F7 - = " 26% 8K 
X gs ILL t7 6 at A R IS 8.4 
ba © $A" : = WS s Re 
, F 
' 


+ £2 > rd ot) 
lt AS dh IS BE 
ts" -# 


, dre 2 oat LETS , zh. Crick . @ RY 
5 $6 "P32 2 OT ne FO TS wh ng + 0 - q 
ab "14-10" oy $7 SIRE "EE AS : 2% GL ER 
a ch ' of BF} pt ! j 1 t 2 gd, RIG EN { we 
a, OSS ou EIS «7 LC 
+ - 0-1 J 7 5 
 - Ws. > Is 2 = Ts: & 
- » Pin Ps 4 ae * - ROOTS Ks) 7,7 
_—_ ; * 4 *KE ERS Ny D 
Cf I OS a3 ESI 
6 "#3 (2.8 > % 4 * ths >. $f - 
. - > , "6 2 a] 
: pI; > 
o F % 2 


g: ari{eth--from' that groſs 
piece of (elf-flactery thar ſuch do' imagine God 
ro be like themſelves; #. e. as cruel and revenge- 
ful as they are: and they preſently think, if any 
perſons did offend them at the rate that finners 
are (aid to offend God, and they had ſo much 
power in their hands to puniſh them as he has, 
without any fear of revenge upon themſelves, 
they would be ſure to diſpatch them preſently ; 
bur becauſe they ſee God doth it nor, therefore 
they conclude that all the talk.of Gods anger and 
hatred againſt (in is without ground : and from 
hence they take encouragement tg ſin. So the 
Pſalmilt laith in Gods name, Theſe things thou didſt pſal.50.21- 
and I kept ſilence , and they preſently took his 
lence for conſent ; for it follows, and thou thought- 
eſt that I was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf : bur 
the Plalmiit adds, how ill he took this: at: mens 
' hands, and that he would one day make them 
+ know the difterence between the forbearance of 
ſinners, andthe love of their fins ; but Þ will: re- 
prove thee, and ſet them in order before: thee. - And 
therefore he bids them: be better adviſed, and 
confeder this while they forget God, leſt he tear them in v. 22. 
pizces, and there be none to deliver, ; 
2. Men are hardned by the deceirfulneſs. of 
_ fin, from: the hopes of their future repentance... 
For that is one of the great cheats of fin, that bo 
every one thinks he can: repent and: ſhake: off 40 
To . his = 
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his fins when he hath a mind to do' it. "Sin 


doth nor lye like a heavy weight upon their 
backs, ſo that they feel the load of ir , and 
therefore they think it is eaſily removed, if 
they would ſet themſelves to it. Moft of thoſe 
that believe a God and a judgement to come, 
and yer continue in f1n, do it upon this preſum- 
-ption, that one time. or other, they ſhall leave 
their ſins, and change the courſe of their lives 
before they go out of this world: They have 
' not only thoughts of repentance, but general 
purpoſes of doing the as of ir at one-time, or 


other; but thar time is not come, and God 


knows whether it ever will or no. For (in en- 
tices them and draws them on ſtil), and when 
any motionstowards repentance come into their 
minds, that preſently ſuggeſts, It is time enough yet ; 
why ſo much haſte ? there will be trouble enough im it 
when you muſt do it, what need you bring it ſo f-.ſt 
upon you ? Are not you likely to hold out a great many 
years yet * what pitty it is to loſe ſo much of the plea- 
ſure of life, while you are capable of enjoying it ? There 
is old Age coming, and when you will be good for 10: 
thing elſe, then will be time enough to grow wiſe and 
to repent. But O fooliſh {inner, who hath be- 
witched thee to hearken to ſuch unreaſonable 
ſupgeſtions as theſe-are ! For 

z-. In the laſt place, ir ought to be our preſent, 
our conſtant, our greateſt care to prevent being 
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| hardned by the deceitfulneſs of fin. For to this end, 


ic is not enough to conlider of it at one time 
or other in our lives, but we muſt be exhorting 
one another daily, while it is Called to day, leſt any of us 
be bardned thi ough the witchcraft and deceitfulneſs of 
fin : Andif it be ſo muchthe duty of others to 
ſhew that regard to one anothers ſouls ; how 
much more doth it become us to do it, who 
expect to be called to an accountat the great day 
for the diſcharge of our truſt in this matter ? 
It is a dreadful paſlage we read of in the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel, and enough to make our earsto tin- 
le at the repeating ir, Wren I fay unto the wicked, Ezck.33-8- 
-O wicked man thou ſhalt ſwely dye, if thou doſft not 
eak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man ſhall dye in his iniquity, but bis blood will T re- 
quire at thine band, We would fain believe this 
to have been ſome particular and extraordina- 
ry commiſſion given to the Prophet by God 
himſelf, which doth not concern us; for what 
will become of us; it nor only our own faults 
( whickeGod knows are too many) but other 
- mens" {ha]l be charged upon us? when either; 
through neglect,or flatrery, or fearof difplealitig,” 
or for any _mean and unworthy ends,:we 'betray | 
'our:truſt, and'inftead. of preventing; prove the 
' occaſion of mens being roo niuch hardned through 
.the dectitfuhieſs of* fon. Burt although we neither 
. preten@ ta 'beProphets, nor Apoſtles, yer its 
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bur Office to take care of the.Souls of men, and 
can we diſcharge that, as we ought to do, if we 
do not with all faithfulneſs warn men of the dan- 4 
ger they run into through the deceitfulneſs of fin? *. . 
It were happy for us if we could ſay, that all th * 
Lords people are holy , for then we ſhould have no- 3 
thing to do, but to praiſe and commend their *#-. 
Vertues, which were an caſte and a delightful) ©"; 
task : but what pleaſure is it to rake into the 
ſores, or to reprove the Vices of a degenerate 


age ? to be thought troubleſome and imperti- y 
nent, if we do our duty ; and men of no conſci- 'T: 
ence, if we do it not? But our work is neither T 
to libel our Auditors, nor to flatter them ; nei- | 
' ther to repreſent them as better, nor worſe than 3 
they are; nor to charge them with more guilt LE bel 
than their own conſciences do charge them cas 
with : but our buſineſs is, to beſeech and ex-  þFf. 
hort-them by the mercies of God, by the ſuf- Y 
-ferings of Chriſt, by the love and tenderneſs they 
have for their immortal ſouls, that they would ro ..* |", 
day, while it is called to day , take heed leſt they: be Fo 
bardned thraugh the deceitfulneſs of ſin. And. that _* |]. 
will appear. to be very reaſonable on theſe con- %. J.. 
Aiderations. C 


--|- t» Thatnane areont ofthe danger of it, white *"}. 
they: live in this: tempting World. -Whatneed = 
have:weto take icare of being deceived by that, 
which hath been too hard for the beft, Mas | 
7 ; an 
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"WOO... 
*-nd the greateſt of men ? Man in his beſt ſtate; 
- even that of Innocency, was deceived by the in- 
ſinuations of fin : when thete was no matter 
- + within for the temptation to' work upon, no 
Fo reaſon ſuggeſted thatconld move a common.un-' 
; derſtanding, no intereſt or advantage that could 
:-* ſway him; no-other moving cauſe appears to. 
2 . us-of that: fatal Apoſtaſic of Adam, but citherthe” 
imagination of ſome unknown' pleaſure, or the' 
bare curioſity of trying an- experiment what the 
effects would -be- of taſting the forbidden fruit. 
; 0 And ever ſince fo nendilt Nach "ciu corruption” 
F of mankind been; ſo ſuccefsful have the arrifices 
£ and deceits of fin- been in the World; that the 
{]. beſt of men have not wholly eſcaped them ,” but” 
+ = have- ſometimes fallen in_ thoſe very Graces 
4 which have been moſt remarkable in them; as; 
| Ardiovinhiseruſt in God: Whſerin his nerkneſs.. 
'* Job in his patience, Peter-in his zeal for Chriſt. 
What cauſe then haveotherstolookro chemiſetys! 
2 -If wiſdom and -experience would" kave*ſe-" 
«1% cured! men, we ſhould: have* thought , of all - 
J. - meniin the World, - Solomon theleaſt' in danger 
|... of, being deceived by the-inſinoations i Fo wy 
{. - who: had:givenfach- excellent cantions ap aiti{t 
thoſe. very ſnares he fel into himſelf; 'and thar” 
4. tro.-ſuch-adegree, [that his caſe -is lefr diſporable - 
wy to-rhis:day,} whether; tie RE 
> . pentance*or no::! What mimbers iferheftubpon® 
; El1:07 Os . +, record 
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ks chaſe, mi mighy Wo why have rhade. 
age = he noile of their Armies; 


chains after their Trium- 

b e Sion, 9 d have been _ by nts 

: FIS NAVE. 2G0K5 5 8} DAYS, AL; 
FRA L ns enflaved, <a. on by 

pas mean Juſt, bg pn the ower of 
an. cffeminare paſſion, ?. Whas can. be ffiropg. c- 
nough, to rehilt thoſe. charms, which newcber in- 


nocency, nor wildom, nor..power are ſufficient. 
ſecurity, Eo 2 | Norking, bur the Grace of God, 
contin Na of ous ſelves. -_ 
2+. The ſuſpect their dbger, the. 
mare. Ge hey ve tp beafraid of is. None: 
afe more farally deceived by fin, than thoſe who 
ky hend. no danger ip it, /or think they cat 
C 


ape it when they pleaſe, How ſtrangely. in- 
atuare arechole - ce the decejtfulneſs J 
who Fes with themiclves; thar wy x +465 | 
ſpene their lives ip. io, they, ſhall make. God: 
amends. by a 5 dying-groans, and ſuch-.2 re- 
pentance as can have ng aiendibrnt of life 3. Moſt 
meo, who are the greateſt flayes ro their ſins, 
arg fomuch. deceived oF them, astochink they 

ba ne I at their: cammand, and: can. 
"= 4 ; Shen oft: and ſuch ima- | 
pions kexp hem faſter in ſubjeRion. to 

they. 


oder. ſuch. farey >A8: all they: ave, they. 


would 


did apprehend. themſelves; 48, FY * 


, " IP <-.,— 

would "ite weary. and imparient of the yoak, 

| whereas now  becaule they are not forced to 

.- . cotnmit their ſins, chey Tupt ole they can with 

eaſe forſake them. | But none are ſuch incura- | 
ble Fools, as they thar think themſelves Wiſe ; 
and none are ſo miſerably deceived as they thar 
think themſelves roo cunning for their fins. IF 
it be 16 eaſie to ſhake off your ſins, remember 
that your coridemnation will be fo much more 
juſt, if youdo it not; for God required no hard 
thing for you todo: and if itbe [o cafie, why 

is it not hitherto donie ? Why de you mock 30 

fo often, arid pretend every year to repent, and 
yet are every year as bad, if not worſe than 
other? Why are not the fruits of repentance ſeen 
F. in the amendment of life for one year, Or A 
L-. monerh , or one bare week ? Is it not worth 


while to do ſo liirle for him, that hath done ſo 


FI 
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much for you? Methinks, common ingenuity. 


LE likely ro be hardned infin, as 


y and put off cheir repentance. 
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hath a greater power, than the convictions of 
Conſcience :- for why ſhould men ever: intend to 
repent, if they-did not think it neceſſary ? and 
if they.think it neceſſary and yer, do jt nor, it is 
plaia there js ſomething within.cthem Rronger 
thah' Conſcience, which keeps them from. ir. 
So that he that intends to repent, and yet lives 
in ſin, haththataggravation of fin above others, 
thathe ſins againlt his Conſcience all tharrime. 
Tell me. hen, O thou ſubtle ſinner, that hopeſt 
to be too hard for God and for fin too, by en-_ 
joying thy fins as long, as thou canſt, and then 
_ rYepenting . at laſt; co eſcape the vengeance. 'of 
God: doſt thou-in good carnelt intend ever to 
repent 'orno? If thou doſtnor, never deceive thy 


ſelf; God will nor veoepe theſe. pretences and 


promiſes inſtead of real repentance. If thou 
doſt intendit ſincerely, what makes thee to.in- 
rend it? is it not, that thou arr convinced.jit is 
much better, to be done than not, but canft.nor. 
 findit in thy heart todo ir yer ?' Thou knoweſt 
all this while .it were. much better to leave thy 
{ins, thanto live in them, it were far better rg be k 
ſober, and temperate; and pious, and deygur, than. 
to be debaucked and profaric ; and yet for-all, 
this, thou doſt nor repent, but goeſt. on jh the. 
{ame courſe. Confider then, that this very, cir- 
cumſtance deeply aggravates every. fin. thatisgt 4. 
commitced after it. fot K 1s nOt a Bare, Hegleft ' - $5& 
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of. repentance, which-thow/art: guilcy of,” but a 
.contempt. of (Tod and Govdneſs ; it is, not onl 
not repenting, bur it is:an-/ obſtinate* and wiltul 
reſplution of. finning ©: for 'there' is 'th6 medium 
|beryvery, living io in and: forſaking/-of ir; and 
nothing deſerves the name of Repenranice, that is 
- ſhortof that. And if thouare ſowilful and un- 
.xceaſonable;now,. as notwithſtanding thy reſolu- 
tions to; repent; to livefſtill.mthy ffs, how canft 
thou ever hope to repent” at: laſt, - when thy 
.heart will be:ſo much more. hardned by con- 
tinuance. infin 2/2 0 0720 


4 p 


«: 4+; Laſtly, Contider thefad condition of thoſe 
who -ate- hardned'through the: dgggitfulneſs of 


fig.” They ate ſaid.in Scriprure ro- e paſt feeling, — - 
and' to.þe given over to: qgreprobate find, 4.e: to have bas ; 
loſt all ſenſe of their danger; and of the ill con-v" © Poum 
ditiqn they are in; they deſpiſe-afl means of in- = 
ſtruction, and ſcorn all thoſe Who' would do 

_- them good, and who mean them. no orher injury 
but to perſyyade them to be happy. With what 
diſdain and contempt do thoſe proud and: lofty 
ſinners, who are once arrived at this height of 
wickedneſs, look down upon all thoſe, who en-. 
deavour by Reaſon and Scripture zo convince them 
of their ſins! As though it were not poſſible for 3 
any thing to make men ſeem more ridiculous toi. 
them, thanto fee them concerned to plead rhe 
cauſe of Vertue and Religion, © To what pur- 
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<»noſe is all this-ado about Repentance ?- 
<Frould not men be let Is do as why 
* think fit 2 for let thempreach their hearts out, 
© men will doas they pleaſe; 'This is the lan- 

uage of thoſe who arealready hardnedin their 
= - bur God forbid, it ſhould be ſo of any here 

reſent ; who make: it our prayer to God to be 
delivered from hardneſs of hears, and contempt of Hs 
word and commandments. | And we have great rez- 
ſon ſo to do, for there is no judgement ſhort 
of hell, like ro. the being-given up to a reprobate 
ſenſe : for all the moſt weighty arguments arid #. 
moſt forcible perfwaſions are to ſuch bur like © 
ſhowres falling upon' a Rock, that make ſome £ 
noiſe and (lide off « again, bur make to impreſ- x 4 
ſion or entrance into-chep.: (God AMmighty give <[% 
us all his Grace ta underſtand our danger and to bo 
repent in time, that noxe of 1s be bardned through | 
the deceitfulneſs of fun. ob 
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